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I     HAVE    FOUGHT 
A     GOOD    FIGHT 

By  President  O.  Layton  Allderdge 


PAUL  to  Timothy  wrote  as 
follows:  "For  I  am  now  ready 
to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith: 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me 
a  crown  of  righteousness,  which 
the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  shall 
give  me  at  that  day:  and  not  to  me 
only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that 
love  his  appearing."  (II  Timothy 
4:6-8)  Paul,  looking  back  over  the 
events  that  had  taken  place  since 
he  joined  the  church  must  have  felt 
a  sense  of  pride  that  comes  by 
being  faithful  and  true  to  the 
Church  through  thick  or  thin.  We 
honour  him  who  could  endure  to 
the  end. 

Many  wonderful  people  embark 
on  their  membership  in  the  Church 
with  as  much  resolution  as  Paul, 
but  with  the  passing  of  the  years 
falter  and  lose  the  faith.  Could  I 
mention  two  or  three:  When  Israel, 
under  the  direction  of  Samuel,  was 
to  choose  a  king,  the  choice  fell 
upon  one  of  the  finest  men  in  all 
Israel.  "And  he  had  a  son,  whose 
name  was  Saul,  a  choice  young  man, 
and  a  goodly:  and  there  was  not 
among  the  children  of  Israel  a 
goodlier  person  than  he:  from  his 
shoulders  and  upward  he  was  higher 
than  any  of  the  people."  (I  Samuel 
9:2). 

Saul,  tall  and  handsome,  became 
king,  filled  with  good  intentions 
and  blessed  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  so  much  so  that  he  was  able 
to  prophesy,  and  it  was  asked,  "Is 
Saul  numbered  among  the 
prophets?" 

Time  passed;  Saul,  grown  rich 
and  famous  began  to  forget  his 
Lord.  When  requested  by  Samuel  to 
go  against  Amalek,  "Now  go  and 
smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy 
all  that  they  have,  and  spare  them 


not;  but  slay  both  men  and  women, 
infant  and  suckling,  ox  and  sheep, 
camel  and  ass,"  (I  Samuel  15:3) 
Saul,  seeing  the  lovely  fat  stock, 
spared  the  sheep,  the  oxen  and  the 
lambs.  Then  came  the  word  of  the 
Lord  to  Samuel,  "It  repenteth  me 
that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king: 
for  he  is  turned  back  from  follow- 
ing me,  and  hath  not  performed  my 
commandments."  The  Lord  with- 
drew His  Spirit  from  Saul — he  died 
ignobly  at  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines. 

Saul's  downfall  was  greed.  He 
loved  the  wealth  of  the  world  more 
than  God. 

History  records  few  men  who 
stood  so  high  in  the  favour  of  the 
Lord  as  David  "the  shepherd  boy." 
Witness  the  sweetness  of  his  spirit 
and  his  devotion  to  the  Lord:  "Thy 
servant  slew  both  the  lion  and  the 
bear:  and  this  uncircumcised 
Philistine  shall  be  as  one  of  them, 
seeing  he  hath  defied  the  armies  of 
the  living  God.  David  said  more- 
over. The  Lord  that  delivered  out 
of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of 
the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver 
me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine. 
And  Saul  said  unto  David,  Go,  and 
the  Lord  be  with  thee."  (I  Samuel 
17:36-37) 

David  became  king  of  Israel  and 
in  turn  became  prosperous  and 
acclaimed  by  all.  His  friendship 
with  Jonathan  is  one  of  the  sweetest 
lessons  in  brotherhood  recorded  in 
the  scriptures.  Men  read  and  sing 
his  Psalms  in  every  tongue.  His  23rd 
Psalm  is  regarded  by  many  as  the 
finest  tribute  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
ever  composed. 

Yet  the  day  came  when  David, 
beloved  of  the  Lord,  forgot  the 
teachings  of  his  youth.  Walking  on 
the  roof  at  eveningtide,  he  beheld 
the  wife  of  Uriah  and  was  filled 
with    unworthy     thoughts.     David's 
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(Editor's  Note :   The  following  is  a  letter  and  poem  received  from 

President   David   O.   McKay   in   response   to   a   birthday   card  sent 

to  him  from  the  Mission.) 


President  0.  Layton  Alldredge  and 

Associates, 

South  African  Mission, 

'  '  Cumorah '  '  Fifth  Avenue  , 
Houghton,  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa. 

My  dear  Friends , 

Happy  is  the  man  who  at  the  Sunset 
of  Life  retains  memories  of  a  joyous 
youth,  and  still  has  the  companion- 
ship of  Loved  Ones,  Loyal  Friends, 
and  Associates. 

I  am  happy  ! 

You  contributed  to  that  happiness 
when  on  my  Ninetieth  Birthday  Anni- 
versary you  sent  your  Best  Wishes 
with  your  unique  original  card. 

Thank  you  ! 

Cordially  and  sincerely, 

President  David  0.  McKay. 
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Ninety 
Years 

By  President  David  O.  McKay 


You  say  that  I'm  Ninety!   There  must  be  a  mistake ; 
For  throughout  my  body  there's  no  pain  nor  ache. 
It's  true  I  respond  less  keenly  to  sound, 
And  forget  where  I  put  things  as  I  strew  them  around. 

But  it's  no  time  at  all  since  "Tommy"  and  I 

Took  "Nettie  Bell"  and  "Annie"  our  fortunes  to  try 

At  the  "U."  When  seeking  apartments  where  we  could  stay 

I  met  for  the  first  time  a  maiden  called  "Ray". 

You  say  that  I'm  Ninety!  —  Why  she's  still  by  my  side ; 
As  precious  and  sweet  as  when,  as  my  bride, 
In  the  Springtime  of  life,  with  hearts  all  aglow 

We  faced  life   together  Come   weal  or  Come  woe. 

m 

Family  cares  came  heavy,  but  not  a  complaint ; 
Forty-four  children  now  praise  her  as  saint. 
Companion,  counselor,  advisor,  alway, 
My  wife  for  Eternity,   My  own   Emma  Ray. 

You  insist  that  I'm  Ninety!  My  limbs  say  you're  right, 
As  I  hobble  along  —  a  pitiable  sight! 

But  I  shall  always  feel  young  with  the  Gospel  that's  true, 
With  Loved  Ones  around  me  and  Friends  like  you. 
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WHAT    CAN    I    DO? 


PT1HERE  is  an  attitude  that  [s 
*■  growing  to  be  commonplace 
among  the  people  in  the  world  to- 
day that  if  not  checked  and  chal- 
lenged can  cause  the  soul  to 
atrophy  and  die.  This  attitude  is 
that  of  doing  as  little  as  conditions 
will  permit  or  giving  as  little  as 
possible. 

This  "disease"  is  manifest  in  the 
person  who  cuts  corners  and  just 
slips  through  everything  that  he 
does  with  a  minimum  effort.  The 
student  is  satisfied  with  doing  as 
little  as  possible  to  get  the  required 
credit,  or  studying  just  as  little  vs 
he  can  to  obtain  a  passing  score. 
The  factory  worker  works  just 
hard  enough  to  keep  his  job,  or 
does  just  well  enough  to  be  justi- 
fied within  himself.  The  church 
member  attends  just  often  enough 
to  be  noticed,  or  lives  the  com- 
mandments just  well  enough  not  to 
be  cast  off.  This  is  the  person  who 
in  reality  is  failing  himself  by  not 
reaching  out  and  gaining  that  fur- 
ther knowledge,  satisfaction  and 
spirituality  which  is  his  for  the 
taking. 

Many  people  say  that  there  is 
time  in  this  life  to  work  in  the 
future,  but  as  for  now  they  say 
that  they  will  slip  by  and  do  the 
extra  things  when  it  is  convenient. 
The  time  will  come — too  late — 
when  they  will  realize  that  the 
time  alloted  to  us  in  this  life  is 
limited,  and  that  the  time  is  far 
spent  for  their  repentance.  "For 
behold,  this  life  is  the  time  for 
men  to  prepare  to  meet  God;  yea. 
behold  the  day  of  this  life  is  the 
day  for  men  to  perform  their 
labours.  ...  I  beseech  of  you 
that  ye  do  not  procrastinate  the 
day  of  your  repentance  until  the 
end;  for  after  this  day  of  life, 
which  is  given  us  to  prepare  for 
eternity,  behold,  if  we  do  not  im- 
prove our  time  while  in  this  life, 
then  cometh  the  night  of  darkness 
wherein  there  can  be  no  labour 
performed." 


It  is  also  said  that,  "He  who  is 
afraid  of  doing  too  much,  seldom 
does  enough."  What  kind  of  an 
attitude  should  we  as  Latter-day 
Saints  have  as  we  go  about  in  our 
church  work?  Perhaps  we  could 
find  out  what  kind  of  attitude  we 
should  have  by  finding  out  what 
kind  of  an  attitude  the  people 
have  that  the  Lord  chooses  for 
leaders  in  His  kingdom.  Does  the 
Lord  choose  for  a  servant  that  per- 
son who  says,  "This  job  is  just  too 
much  for  me  to  do,  and  besides,  I 
think  that  this  is  too  much  to  ask." 
or  the  person  who  says,  "I  will  go 
and  do  that  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded."  Yes,  the  Lord 
chooses  for  His  own.  the  person 
who  is  willing  to  give  his  all  to  the 
cause  of  the  gospel.  He  blesses 
those  who  put  aside  the  vain  and 
worthless  ambitions  which  are  ">f 
the  world  and  girds  himself  with 
the  armour  of  God  and  works  un- 
ceasingly for  the  glory  of  God. 
The  Lord  recognises  those  who 
deny  themselves  and  give  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  Lord  for 
His  use.  "There  is  a  law  irrevoc- 
ably decreed  in  the  heavens  before 
the  foundations  of  the  earth  upon 
which  all  the  blessings  are  pre- 
dicated, and  when  we  receive  any 
blessing  it  is  by  obedience  to  that 
law  upon  which  it  is  predicated," 
and  the  attitude  of  slipping  by  is 
contrary  to  this  eternal  law  for  our 
own   progression   to   perfection. 

Let  us  therefore  go  forward  with 
full  conviction  of  heart  and  with 
the  attitude  of  "what  can  I  do  this 
day  to  help  build  the  kingdom?" 
The  challenge  is  to  rise  above  the 
instinct  of  doing  only  for  one- 
self, and  give  of  self  to  the  service 
of  God.  The  challenge  is  to  do 
more  than  just  be  common.  The 
challenge  is  to  serve  God  with  all 
of  your  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  and  if  we  will  do  this  the 
blessings  are  ours  and  the  promise 
is   sure. 

DHL 
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Toward    Ideal    Motherhood 


THHIS  space  age  in  which  we  are 
-■-  privileged  to  live  is  a  most 
glorious  period  in  the  history  of 
this  world  of  ours — a  stirring  time 
and  one  of  tremendous  challenge 
to  us  as  women.  This  is  an  age  of 
great  strides  in  many  fields  with 
limitless  opportunities,  yet,  we 
must  acknowledge  that  our  day  is 
also  a  very  materialistic  one. 
Though  there  is  much  which  turns 
the  heart  and  mind  toward  the 
wonders  of  the  Lord  and  the 
glories  of  His  handiwork,  in- 
creasing numbers  lose  their  sense 
of  the  abiding  values  of  life. 
Temptations  mount  to  draw  one 
away  from  the  highest  and  best. 
This  then  is  the  world  in  which  we 
find  ourselves  and  the  world  in 
which  we  must  rear  our  children. 
b  the  modern  woman  equipped  to 
meet  this  challenge?  Elder  Wil- 
liam J.  Critchlow,  in  his  "Portrait 
of  a  Mother,"  tells  us  of  one  great 
force  with  which  mothers  are  en- 
dowed— the  great  power  of  love. 
He  tells  us  that  in  his  studies  of 
the  holy  scriptures  he  has  learned 
that  children  are  commanded  to 
love  their  mothers  and  fathers, 
husbands  are  admonished  to  love 
their  wives  and  all  men  are  com- 
manded to  love  their  God,  but 
where,  he  asks,  are  mothers  com- 
manded to  love  their  children? 
Elder  Critchlow  believes  no  such 
commandment  is  necessary  since 
love  is  an  integral  part  of  a 
mother's  very  being.  Is  love  then 
all  that  is  sufficient  for  the  task 
ahead?  Many  a  poor  sinful  soul 
with  the  hand  of  all  society  against 
him  has  heard  only  one  voice 
raised  on  his  behalf — his  mother. 
If  a  mother's  love  was  sufficient  we 
would  have  no  such  tragedies  in 
society.  So  there  is  something 
more  that  we  must  develop  within 
ourselves  if  we  are  going  to  be  a 
real    guiding    influence. 


From  whom  can  we  expect  to 
receive  the  knowledge  and  wisdom 
we  so  desperately  need  to  impart 
to  our  children  to  make  sure  that 
they  stay  on  the  path  to  exalta- 
tion? Surely  this  can  come  only 
from  our  Heavenly  Father.  He 
knows  the  needs  of  every  young 
soul,  for  they  first  dwelt  in,  realms 
of  glory  with  Him.  He  sees  in  ad- 
vance the  pitfalls  and  difficulties  of 
this  mortal  existence.  How  bles- 
sed are  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  to 
partake  of  all  the  benefits  and  bles- 
sings of  the  Relief  Society  which 
was  organized  under  His  divine 
guidance  just  to  meet  these  needs 
of  ours.  Its  purpose  is  to  give  us 
a  vision  of  the  wonders  of  the  gos- 
pel; to  develop  a  testimony  to  its 
truthfulness;  to  help  us  develop 
ourselves  into  complete  mature 
personalities  seeking  the  highest 
goals  of  motherhood.  By  doing 
this,  we  not  only  bring  ourselves 
closer  to  the  ultimate  goal  of  per- 
fection, but  we  also  create  and 
provide  that  atmosphere  and  en- 
vironment which  will  be  a  bulwark 
for  our  children  aganst  the  de- 
basing forces  at  work  today.  Only 
if  we  ourselves  desire  all  that  is 
true,  lovely,  and  uplifting  can  we 
hope  to  instil  this  longing  for 
good  in  the  hearts  of  our  children. 
We  are  admonished  to  seek  out 
wisdom  from  the  best  books,  and 
in  this  way  we  learn  an.  appre- 
ciation of  the  finest  things  in  life 
which  we  may  pass  on  to  our 
families.  One  of  our  teachers  re- 
cently spoke  concerning  home  en- 
vironment and  the  child.  He  was 
able  to  assess  the  value  of  that 
home  within  a  few  minutes  of  en- 
tering it.  Be  it  ever  so  humble, 
there  was  an  undefinable  atmos- 
phere which  he  recognized  as  that 
which  would  encourage  the  student 
to  develop  his  potentialities  and 
where  the  finer  things  of  life  were 
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loved  and  revered.  This  is  the  type 
of  home  from  which  good  citizens 
of  the  community  will  come.  This 
is  the  type  of  home  environment 
which  we  must  strive  to  create. 
With  the  knowledge  we  have,  ours 
should  be  even  a  farther  reach,  for 
we  know  that  our  children  are  de- 
signed to  become  more  than  good 
citizens  of  the  community  of  this 
world. 

So  added  to  our  deep  love  for 
their  ultimate  good,  we  have  this 
Relief  Society  organization  which 
provides  the  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge which  helps  us  and  ours  to- 
ward   this   goal.    May   we    develop 


ourselves  mentally  and  spiritually 
to  be  the  best  we  can;  that  our  in- 
fluence may  be  for  good,  and  may 
we  accept  Elder  Critchlow's  creed 
for  mothers.  "Since  to  this  work, 
Father  thou  hast  called  me — a 
partner  in  the  creation  process — 
help  me  to  give  it  all  that  thou 
hast  given  me  of  love  and  gentle- 
ness and  insight,  and  wisdom  and 
strength  and  patience  and  forgive- 
ness. 1  accept  the  calling  of 
motherhood  as  a  noble  career — 
even  the  holiest  and  the  happiest 
of  all   earth's  tasks!" 

Sister    Jean    Schonberg. 
Salisbury    Branch. 


HAVE  FOUGHT  A  GOOD  FIGHT  (Continued  from  page  283) 


downfall  was  immorality  which  led 
to  murder.  So  grevious  was  this  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  that  He  told 
the  Prophet  Joseph  nearly  4,000 
years  later  that  David  had  not  yet 
been  forgiven. 

Sidney  Rigdon  was  one  of  the 
chosen  of  this  dispensation.  He 
stood  beside  the  Prophet  in  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church.  He  was 
present  with  the  Prophet  Joseph 
when  they  received  the  glorious 
vision,  recorded  in  the  76th  Section 
of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  on 
the  destiny  of  man.  Their  combined 
testimonies  that  Jesus  lives  had 
stirred  me,  as  few  things  have,  with 
hope  and  courage.  "And  while  we 
meditated  upon  these  things,  the 
Lord  touched  the  eyes  of  our  under- 
standings and  they  were  opened, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone 
round  about.  And  we  beheld  the 
glory  of  the  Son,  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  Father,  and  received  of  his 
fulness;  and  saw  the  holy  angels, 
and  them  who  are  sanctified  before 
his  throne,  worshipping  God,  and 
the  Lamb,  who  worship  him  forever 
and  ever.  And  now,  after  the  many 
testimonies  which  have  been  given 
of  him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last 
of  all.  which  we  give  of  him:  That 
he  lives!  For  we  saw  him,  even  on 
the  right  hand  of  God;  and  we 
heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that 
he  is  the  Only  Begotten  of  the 
Father — That  by  him,  and  through 


him,  and  of  him,  the  worlds  are  and 
were  created  ,and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  begotten  sons  and 
daughters  unto  God."  (D  &  C  76:19- 
24) 

Years  passed  and  under  the  spirit 
of  persecution,  Sidney  Rigdon  began 
to  lose  his  way.  While  in  Liberty 
Jail  with  the  Prophet  Joseph  he 
complained  bitterly  about  his  lot 
and  sufferings.  At  the  death  of  the 
Prophet,  he  aspired  to  be  President 
of  the  Church.  He  became  offended 
when  the  mantle  fell  upon  Brigham 
Young  and  became  inactive  if  not 
apostate. 

When  grown  old  and  estranged 
from  the  Church  for  many  years, 
he  was  approached  by  his  son  John 
regarding  the  truthfulness  of 
Mormonism.  Within  the  shadow  of 
the  grave,  he  raised  his  hand  to  the 
square  and  looking  into  his  son's 
eyes  said,  "Mormonism  is  true  and 
some  day  the  world  will  find  it  out." 

Sidney  Rigdon,  great  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  in  this  dispensation 
became  offended  and  lost  his  way. 

Greed,  immorality,  taking  offence: 
three  pitfalls  which  have  brought 
low  many  who  began  the  "fight" 
with  such  high  hopes.  Forewarned, 
we  should  pick  our  way,  doing  our 
best,  avoiding  those  things  which 
will  lead  us  astray,  praying  with  our 
Lord  that  "we  be  led  not  into 
temptation  and  that  we  might  be 
delivered   from   evil." 
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THE   SUNDAY   SCHOOL'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

by  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  of  the  Council  of  Twelve 


EVERY  soul  born  into  this  life 
is  a  son  or  daughter  of  God, 
begotten  in  the  spirit,  for  as  Paul 
declared,  "we  are  also  his  off- 
spring." The  purpose  of  this  mor- 
tal life  is  to  test  and  prove  us  to 
see  whether  or  not  we  will  be 
obedient  in  the  keeping  of  the 
commandments  of  our  Father.  It 
is  a  "state  of  probation,"  a  testing 
ground,  where  full  liberty  is 
given,  according  to  the  law  of 
agency,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  ob- 
tain eternal  life,  or  choose  to  do 
evil  which  leads  to  spiritual  death. 
There  could  be  no  course,  other 
than  this  of  free  agency,  by  which 
just  rewards  are  meted  to  every 
soul.  In  this  life  the  two  great 
powers  are  at  war — righteousness 
and  unrighteousness.  The  Lord 
has  given  to  every  man  the 
guidance  of  the  "Spirit  of  Christ," 
(D.  &  C.  84:45-46;  Moroni  7:16) 
which  will,  if  heeded,  lead  him  to 
the  truth.  On  the  other  hand  the 
influence  of  Satan  is  manifest. 
Persuaded  by  the  "Spirit  of 
Christ,"  man  will  be  brought  back 
into  the  presence  of  his  Eternal 
Father.  If  he  yields  to  the  en- 
ticings  of  Satan,  he  will  partake  of 
spiritual  death,  which  is  banish- 
ment from  the  presence  of  the 
Father. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Father 
that  all  of  is  children  shall  be 
faithful  in  the  keeping  of  his 
commandments,  and  thus  have  the 
privilege  of  returning  to  Him.  It 
is  written  that  in  the  very  begin- 
ning men  began  to  hearken  to 
Satan,  "And  men  began  from  that 
time  forth  to  be  carnal,  sensual, 
and  devilish."  (Moses  5:12)  We  are 
living  in  a  wicked  world.  The 
great  majority  of  men  have  turned 
away  light  and  truth,  through  dis- 
obedience, from  the  children  of 
men,  and  because  of  the  traditions 


of  their  fathers.  "But  I  have 
commanded  you  (Latter-day  Saints) 
to  bring  up  your  children  in  light 
and   truth." 

The  Father  has  never  relin- 
quished His  claim  upon  the  child- 
ren born  into  this  world.  They 
are  still  His  children.  He  has 
placed  them  in  the  care  of  mortal 
parents  with  the  admonition  that 
they  be  brought  up  in  light  and 
truth.  The  primary  responsibility, 
and  fundamentally  so,  is  upon  the 
parents  to  teach  their  children  in 
light  and  truth.  This  command- 
ment does  not  preclude,  or  deny, 
the  Church  the  privilege  of  taking 
the  children  and  aiding  in  their 
training.  For  this  reason  we  have 
in  the  Church  the  auxiliary  organi- 
zations given  by  inspiration  and 
commandment  of  the  Lord.  Chief 
among  these  organizations  is  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union, 
which  has  accomplished  a  wonder- 
ful work  in  the  past  in  training 
the  members  of  the  Church. 
Parents  should  avail  themselves  of 
the  services  of  this  great  organiza- 
tion in  the  training  of  their  child- 
ren. 

There  are  two  vital  things  in  this 
training  of  the  children  in  the 
Church.  First,  to  see  that  nothing 
but  the  fundamental  and  estab- 
lished doctrines  are  incorporated 
in  the  lessons.  Second,  that  only 
those  who  are  filled  with  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  and  who  have  a 
testimony  of  the  truth  are  called  to 
teach  the  classes.  The  Lord  has 
said:  "And  that  which  doth  not 
edify  is  not  of  God,  and  is  dark- 
ness. That  which  is  of  God  is 
light." 

The  Sunday  School  organization 
has  a  wonderful  mission  to  per- 
form. It  has  done  nobly  in  the  past 
and  has  a  glorious  future. 
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HP  HE  past  few  years  have  seen 
-*-  the  growth  of  the  M.I. A.  in 
the  South  African  Mission.  Through 
the  determined  effort  and  dogged- 
ness  of  our  leaders,  this  auxiliary 
has  become  what  it  should  be,  a 
necessary  part  in  the  development 
of  the  youth  in  the  Church. 
Although,  generally  speaking,  the 
M.I. A.  is  well  established  in  the 
mission,  there  is  a  sad  note  in  that 
enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  youth 
that  is  lacking. 

Youth,  have  we  lost  faith  in  the 
champions  of  old?  Have  we  not  the 
courage  of  our  convictions?  Do 
we  realize  just  how  true  the  gospel 
is  and  what  it  should  mean  to  us? 

Remember  the  youthful  Joshua, 
the  boy  who  led  the  children  of 
Israel  after  the  death  of  Moses. 
This  great  warrior,  the  man  who 
had  the  courage  to  stand  before 
the  children  of  Israel  and  in  all 
sincerity  and  truth,  declare,  "And 
if  it  seem  evil  unto  you  to  serve 
the  Lord,  choose  you  this  day 
whom  you  will  serve;  .  .  .  but  as 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord,  choose  you  this  day 
whom  you  will  serve;  .  .  .  but  as 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will 
serve  the  Lord."  He  was  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospel,  but  rather 
he  had  a  burning  testimony  that  it 
was  true,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
stand  before  the  world  and  declare 
that  he  and  his  household  would 
serve   the   Lord. 

Nephi,  one  of  the  younger  sons 
of  Lehi,  was  given  great  responsi- 
bilities, and  through  his  faith  was 
protected  by  the  Lord.  This  boy 
became  one  of  the  greatest  prophets 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  He  served 
the  Lord  and  honoured  his  parents 
and  by  so  doing  was  richly  blessed. 
When  we  are  given  assignments  or 


(Josh.  24:    14) 

responsibilities  that  seem  far  beyond 
our  capabilities,  can  we  have  the 
faith  of  Nephi  and  say:  "I  will  go 
and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord 
hath  commanded,  for  I  know  that 
the  Lord  giveth  no  commandments 
unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he 
shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that 
they  may  accomplish  the  thing 
which  He  commandeth  them." 

Joseph  Smith  was  a  fourteen  year 
old  boy  who  received  a  visitation 
from  God  and  Jesus  Christ.  He 
had  the  honour  of  opening  the  last 
dispensation  of  the  fullness  of 
times.  He  was  hounded  and  perse- 
cuted until  he  was  eventually 
martyred,  yet  never  once  did  he 
deny  the  faith  and  never  once  did 
his  testimony  waver.  He  had  the 
courage  of  his  convictions.  He  died 
for  what  he  knew  was  true,  and  in 
dying  proved  to  the  world  that  he 
was  indeed  a  prophet.  What  a  man: 
a  true  champion!  A  man  among 
men. 

These  men  as  youth  displayed 
their  enthusiasm  for  the  gospel. 
They  built  their  testimonies  while 
they  were  still  young,  and  as  they 
grew  older  so  their  testimonies 
matured  and  became  even  stronger. 
Youth  let  us  not  cause  history  to 
repeat  itself  once  more  by  not 
keeping  the  faith,  but  let  us  be  as 
these  men  true  to  the  faith  and  true 
to  the  truth  with  all  our  soul  and 
heart. 

Let  us  then  use  the  opportunities 
we  have  to  strengthen  our  testi- 
monies. Let  us  become  enthusiastic 
in  the  gospel.  Take  advantage  of 
the  facilities  in  the  M.I. A.  This 
auxiliary  caters  specifically  for  the 
needs  of  the  youth  of  the  Church. 
Let  us  be  worthy  of  being  called 
"Youth  of  Zion." 

Noel  Futter.    Springs  Branch. 
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e    Great    Apostasy 
Fact    or    Fiction 

by  B.  W.  Macfarlane — Mowbray  Branch 


ri^HE  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
-■-  Latter-day  Saints  stands  alone 
in  the  belief  that  the  Church  esta- 
blished by  Jesus  Christ  while  upon 
the  earth  fell  into  an  apostate  con- 
dition as  predicted  by  the  apostles, 
and  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
established upon  the  earth  merely 
through  a  reformation  by  men,  but 
through  a  restoration  by  our  Lord 
and   Saviour  himself. 

Is  this  fact  or  fiction?  Was  there 
an  apostasy  and  a  falling  away? 
To  answer  this  vital  question,  we 
must  go  back  over  the  years  and 
trace  the  course  of  the  original 
church  through  history  to  find 
whether  the  answer  is  there  for  all 
to  see  who  will. 

Our  Saviour  was  born  in  a 
unique  era  when  the  world  lay 
hushed  in  profound  peace.  Augustus, 
reigning  emperor  of  Rome,  had 
only  reached  the  throne  after 
thirteen  years  of  war,  and  the 
known  world,  welded  into  one 
great  monarchy  and  exhausted  by 
the  prolonged  strife,  lay  freely  open 
to  the  message  of  mercy  and  love 
which    Jesus    came    to    announce. 

The  religious  systems  existing  at 
the  time  of  Christ's  ministry  may 
be  roughly  divided  into  Jewish  and 
Pagan  beliefs.  The  Jews,  or  children 
of  Israel,  alone  proclaimed  the 
existence  of  the  true  and  living 
God  while  all  other  peoples  bowed 
to  a  multitude  of  material  gods. 
The  variety  of  such  gods  was  great, 
and  the  main  idea  in  pagan  wor- 
ship was  to  appease  the  gods  by 
purchasing  their  favour  in  the  hope 
of  averting   their  anger. 

From  among  the  disciples  who 
followed  Him,  Jesus  chose  twelve 
men  whom  He  ordained  to  the 
Apostleship  and  sent  out  to  preach. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Church 
flourished  under  the  administration 
of  the  apostles,  and  the  doctrine  of 
the  Saviour  quickly  spread  through 
the  whole  world  where  those  who 
had    long    been    shackled    by    the 


disease  of  idolatrous  superstition 
were  now  liberated  by  the  power 
of  Christ  through  the  teachings  of 
His  unlearned  but  inspired  messen- 
gers. Paul,  writing  some  thirty  years 
after  the  ascension,  declared  that 
the  gospel  had  already  been  carried 
and  preached  to  every  nation  so 
that  all  who  would  might  learn  of 
it. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  having  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
disposition  of  each  of  His  children, 
foresaw  a  great  and  general  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  of 
righteousness,  and  through  the 
mouths  of  His  prophets  He  had 
repeatedly  predicted  the  inevitable 
event.  Amos  was  most  specific  when 
he  declared,  "Behold,  the  days 
come,  saith  the  Lord  God,  that  I 
will  send  a  famine  in  the  land,  not 
a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for 
water,  but  of  hearing  the  words 
of  the  Lord :  and  they  shall 
wander  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from 
the  north  even  to  the  east,  they 
shall  run  to  and  fro  to  seek  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  not 
find  it." 

Christ  instructed  His  followers 
on  more  than  one  occasion  regard- 
ing the  apostasy  then  impending, 
and  warned  them  of  the  iniquities 
which  would  soon  appear.  He  even 
declared,  "Then  shall  they  deliver 
you    up   to    be    afflicted,    and    shall 
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kill  you :  and  yc  shall  be  hated  of 
all   nations  for  my  name's  sake." 

After  the  departure  of  the 
Saviour  from  the  earth  His  apostles 
continued  to  warn  the  people  of 
the  darkness  to  come.  In  that 
memorable  address  to  the  Elders  of 
Ephesus  when  Paul  said  that  they 
were  looking  upon  his  face  for  the 
last  time,  he  gave  them  this  solemn 
warning,  "For  I  know  this,  that 
after  my  departing  shall  grievous 
wolves  enter  in  among  you,  not 
sparing  the  flock.  Also  of  your 
own  selves  shall  men  arise,  speak- 
ing perverse  things,  to  draw  away 
disciples   after    them." 

Peter,  Jude,  and  John  all  added 
their  warnings  to  the  saints  of  the 
shadows  of  apostasy  fast  gathering 
about  the  Church,  and  John  even 
looking  beyond  the  time  of  dark- 
ness saw  the  day  of  the  restoration 
of  the  everlasting  gospel. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  from 
the  time  of  its  inception  to  that  of 
its  cessation,  the  Church  established 
by  Jesus  Christ  was  the  object  of 
persistent  persecution  to  which  the 
early  Church  was  subjected  which 
caused  many  adherents  to  renounce 
the  faith  they  had  professed  and 
return  to  their  former  allegiances. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Church 
was  at  first  exclusively  Jewish  in 
membership,  Judaism,  the  religious 
system  founded  on  the  law  of 
Moses,  was  a  great  enemy  of 
Christianity,  and  from  the  time  of 
the  crucifixion,  Jewish  hatred  was 
directed  against  all  who  believed  in 
the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.  Not 
only  did  the  Jewish  followers  of 
Judaism  wage  relentless  persecution 
against  those  of  their  number  who 
professed  Christ,  but  they  also 
sought  to  stir  up  opposition  by  the 
Romans  by  charging  that  the 
Christians     were     plotting     treason. 

Among  pagan  persecutors  of  the 
Church,  the  Roman  empire  stands 
out  as  the  principal  aggressor,  and 
successive  emperors  seem  to  have 
vied  with  one  another  in  the 
severity  of  their  various  edicts. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  abhor- 
rence and  contempt  with  which  the 
Christians  regarded  the  so-called 
"Religion"  of  the  Roman  empire, 
as  well  as  other  superstitious  beliefs 
in  nearby  countries,  did  not  endear 


them  to  their  Roman  masters  «l 
that  time.  The  persecution  of  the 
Church  by  Roman  authority  can 
be  said  to  have  begun  about  b4 
A.D.  during  the  reign  of  Nero.  For 
nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
on  and  off,  the  Church  and  its 
members  became  the  object  of 
heathen  oppression  on  a  scale  we 
can  hardly  visualize  in  this  en- 
lightened era,  and  the  last  recorded 
persecution  by  Diocletian  between 
284  and  305  A.D.  far  surpassed 
any  of  the  others  for  sheer  horror 
and  brutality.  So  general  was  the 
Diocletian  persecution  and  so  de- 
structive its  effect  that  at  its  cessa- 
tion the  Christian  Church  was 
thought  to  be  forever  extinct. 
Sacred  records  and  places  had 
been  burned.  Thousands  of  Chris- 
tians had  been  put  to  death,  and 
every  possible  effort  had  been 
made  to  abolish  Christianity  once 
and  for  all. 

We  must  not,  however,  assume 
that  the  decline  of  the  Church  was 
solely  due  to  the  persecutions 
suffered  by  its  members,  because 
internal  dissension  and  strife  had 
existed  and  grown  since  the  close 
of  the  apostolic  era,  and  the 
punishment  being  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  Romans  was  no  more 
than  the  Lord's  retribution  for  the 
frauds,  deceit,  depravity,  indolence 
and  sloth  that  had  crept  into  the 
Church  during  the  second  and  third 
centuries.  Let  us  always  remember 
that  it  was  not  Christianity,  but  the 
departure  from  it  which  brought 
on   these   evils. 

In  the  year  of  306  A.D.,  Constan- 
tine  became  emperor  of  Rome,  and 
early  in  his  reign  he  decided,  for 
political  purposes,  to  take  what 
remained  of  the  church  under  his 
official  direction.  Christianity,  as  »t 
then  existed,  was  made  the  religion 
of  the  state  by  decree  in  313  A.D  . 
and  thus  competition  for  church 
preferment  now  became  acute,  and 
the  office  of  a  bishop  became  more 
highly  esteemed  than  the  rank  of  a 
general.  Doctrinal  dissension  be- 
tween various  sections  of  the  church 
having  reached  such  a  stage  of 
confusion  as  to  obscure  any  sem- 
blance of  unity  caused  Constantine 
to  intervene  and  summon  a  council 
of    church    dignitaries    in    Nice    in 
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the  year  325  A.D.  to  proclaim  the 
orthodox  doctrine  of  his  church 
respecting  the  godhead  and  its 
constitution.  This  was  known  as  the 
Nicene  creed- — a  classic  example  of 
confused  thinking,  and  clearly 
indicative  of  Constantine's  vacillat- 
ing direction.  It  was  totally  devoid 
of  any  heavenly  guidance  whatever, 
and  let  every  honest  Christian  ask 
himself  if  God  directs  His  Church 
through  such  a  man  as  Constantine 
—  uninspired,  unbaptised,  and  still 
a  sun-worshipper.  Truly  was  Isaiah's 
prophecy  being  fulfilled.  "...  they 
have  transgressed  the  laws,  changed 
the  ordinance,  broken  the  ever- 
lasting  covenant." 

And  so  the  world  fell  into  and 
languished  in  an  era  of  religious 
darkness  —  the  dark  ages.  The 
doctrinal  fallacies  of  the  church 
during  this  time  were  nourished  by 
the  general  ignorance  of  the  masses, 
but  with  the  change  known  in 
history  as  the  "revival  of  learning," 
there  began  a  struggle  for  freedom 
from  churchly  tyranny — a  search 
for  truth  which  could  not  be  denied. 
Early  revolts  were  found  in  France, 
England  and  Austria  from  the 
thirteenth  century  onwards,  but  it 
was  only  in  1517,  when  Luther  rose 
in  protest  against  practices  and 
doctrines  of  the  Roman  church, 
that  a  revolt  assumed  such  pro- 
portions as  to  be  called  the  refor- 
mation. His  excommunication 
followed  shortly  afterwards,  and 
religious  controversy  spread 
throughout  Europe.  The  resulting 
protestants,  however,  soon  became 
divided  among  themselves  and 
broke     up    into    many    contending 


sects.  This  great  apostasy  was 
divinely  predicted — its  accomplish- 
ment is  attested  by  both  sacred  and 
secular  writ. 

Just  as  the  blackest  night  is 
followed  by  the  brightest  dawn,  so 
the  sequel  to  the  great  apostasy 
was  the  restoration  of  the  gospel 
which  marked  the  inauguration  of 
the  dispensation  of  the  fullness  of 
times.  On  the  morning  of  a  beauti- 
ful Spring  day  in  1820,  there 
occurred  one  of  the  most  important 
and  momentous  events  in  this 
world's  history  when  God  the 
Eternal  Father  and  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  appeared  to  Joseph  Smith, 
and  gave  instructions  concerning 
the  establishment  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  upon  the  earth  in  these 
latter  days.  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  pro- 
claims to  the  world  this  glorious 
restoration,  affirms  that  the  Church 
of  Christ  is  again  authoritatively 
established,  and  stands  alone  in  the 
declaration  that  the  holy  Priesthood 
is  once  more  operative  upon  the 
earth. 

I  want  to  testify  to  you  that  I 
know  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is 
indeed  the  Christ,  and  that  He  has 
restored  His  Church  to  the  earth 
in  this  dispensation  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  It  is  my 
prayer  that  we  may  at  all  times  be 
mindful  of  this  great  and  wonder- 
ful privilege  which  is  ours  of 
being  counted  worthy  to  be  mem- 
bers of  His  restored  Church  in  this 
day  and  age,  and  I  say  this  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  amen. 
(Excerpts  from  a  talk  delivered  at 
Mowbray,  Cape.) 


ire     was 
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When  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  last  long  mile, 

shall  we  say  that  the  journey  was  not  worth  while? 

.  .  .  Not  if  we've  loved  these  simple  things:  the 

scent  of  flowers  and  the  rush  of  wings  — -  Not  if 

we've  loved  a  garden  green,  and  found  a  joy  in  the 

quiet  scene  —  Not  if  in  Beauty  we've  divined  —  the  loveliness 

of  the  Eternal  Mind. 

If  we've  found  good  friends  upon  the  way  —  well  contented, 

we  shall  say,  with  the  journey  done  and  the  task  complete  — 

that  God  was  good  and  life  was  sweet. 

Patience  Strong. 
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DURBAN 
JENNER,    Brian    Robert 
KEE,    Robert    Alexander 
KEE.    Hyrcnc    Violet 
NELL.  Harict  Maria 

KRUGERSDORP 
VERWEY,  Derek   Pietcr 
VERWEY,  Joan   Helena 

MOWBRAY 
VAN  ROOYEN,  Lyncttc 

PRETORIA 
VAN       DER       WAL,       Cornelia 
Macdalcna 

PRIMROSE 
PARSONS.   John    David 
PARSONS.   Adele    Margaret 
PARSONS,  Cornelia  Dorothea 
PARSONS.    Llewellyn    Charles 


Baptisms 


PARSONS.  Theresa   Elizabeth 
SANDOW,  Lconie   Ruth 
HEES.  Matthcus  George 
NINOW,  Gary   Leonard 

RAMAH 
MULLER.    Walter   Geoffrey 
WADDELL,  Joan 
WILKORD.   Frederick   George 
WILFORD.  Gladys  Sarah 

SALISBURY 
STEELE,  Elizabeth  Andrina 
STEELE.  Brenda  Anne 

SPRINGS 
ATKINS.   Yvonne 
CHAPMAN.    Ro^c-Marie 
CHAPMAN.Keith    William 
VAN  NIEKERK,   Ivan  Theodor 


Births 


PRIMROSE 
SWANEPOEL,    Lily    Magdalene    Hendrina 


Blessings 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
MILNE.   Shonah 

EAST  LONDON 
HUMAN,  Gary  LeRoy 
LOCK,    William    Andrew    Charles 
LOCK,    Charmaine    Marchelle 
MACFARLANE,    Graham    Steward 
ROUX,    Rebecca   Louisa 
ROUX,  Johann  Andre 

MOWBRAY 
ANDERSON,    Jonathan    Edward 
BIBB,   Peter  Brian 
JENNER.  Dianne  Lindsay 
JENNER,  Brian  Mark 
KARNEZOS,    Peter    Theodore 
KARNEZOS,    James    Malcolm 
VAN     ROOYEN,    Carlene 


PRETORIA 
DU    PLESSIS,    Visscr    Cornelius 
RAUBENHEIMER.     Karen    Antoinette 

PRIMROSE 
BURSIAN,    Lynette     Florence 

RAMAH 
BRAND,  Robert  Mark 
DELL.    Keith    Hugh 
SMITH,    Desiree    Bernadine 
SMITH,    Kevin    Shaun 
WILFORD,    Jillian    Joyce 
WILFORD,   Lloyd 

SPRINGS 
ARMSTRONG.    Russell    Grant 
CHAPMAN.    Leslie    Helen 
CHAPMAN,    Simon    Francis 


Marriages 


DICKS,     Jeanettc     Isabel,     married     July     6.       NAPIER.    Marilyn    Enid,    married    August    3. 
1963.    to    Jack    Robert    Howse    at    Springs.  1963.    to    Walter    Mack    Park    at    Mowbray, 

Transvaal.  Cape. 


Ordinations 


EAST    RAND 
CARR,    Frederick     Bernard — to    a    Deacon. 

KRUGERSDORP 
BANFIELD,     Frank    Crowest    Stanley— to    a 

Priest. 
BIBB,    Alan    William    Gordon— to    a    Priest. 
DELPORT,    Jan    Adriaan— to    a    Priest. 
POWRIE.    David    Timothy— to   a   Priest. 

MOWBRAY 
DE    KOCK.   Samuel    Petrus    Armstrong   —   to 
a   Priest. 


DE     VILLIERS.     Rocco    Catorsia    —    to    a 

Teacher. 
LOWE,     Rex    Donald— to    a    Priest. 
TARR.   John   William  Mandy — to  a  Teacher. 
TODD.    Cecil    Arnold— to    a    Teacher. 

SALISBURY 
BELL.    Desmond    Sidney — to    a    Deacon. 
OLIVER.    Francis    Lionel — to    a    Deacon. 
SCHONNENBERG.    Gavin— to    a    Deacon. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

ARRIVALS 

SISTER    ELLEN    HOMER— from    Quincy,    Washington,    arrived    October    3,    1963.    and    was 

assigned  to  Kensington,  Johannesburg. 
ELDER    RICHARD    YATES — from    Burnaby,    British    Columbia,    Canada,    arrived    October    3, 

1963  and  was  assigned  to  East  London. 

Releases 

ELDER     MARVIN     REESE    JONES— from    Brigham    City,    Utah.     Released    November     16, 

1963.    Laboured    in    Port    Elizabeth,    Krugersdorp.    Welkom    and    Pretoria. 
ELDER   THOMAS   BARR   OLDROYD— from  Salt  Lake   City.   Utah.   Released   November   16, 

1963.     Laboured     in     Brakpan.     Vereeniging,     Durban.     Johannesburg,     Germiston.     and 

Vanderbijl   Park. 
ELDER    BRYANT    ROBINSON    ROBB— from    Mancos.    Colorado.    Released    November    16. 

1963.    Laboured    in    Johannesburg.    Carletonville.    Pretoria,    and    Harmony. (    Orange    Free 

State. 
ELDER     WILLIAM    WALLACE    WINDER— from    Vernal,    Utah.    Released    November     16, 

1963.    Laboured    in    Krugersdorp,    Salisbury,    Pretoria,    Durban,    and    East    London. 


ELDER   MARVIN 

REESE   JONES 
Brigham  City,  Utah 


LEFT 

FOR 

HOME 
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Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


ELDER   BRYANT 

ROBINSON   ROBB 

Manlos,  Colorado 
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LIFE    IS    WHAT 

YOU 

MAKE    IT 


IT  was  a  morning  in  London  in  1675.  From  the  fire-charred 
timbers  and  heaps  of  rubble  that  marked  the  place  where 
old  St.  Paul's  had  stood  before  the  Great  Fire,  a  new  cathe- 
dral was  rising. 

Among  the  busy  throng  of  labourers  walked  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  the  man  whose  vision  had  conceived  this 
new  cathedral  that  was  to  be  his  greatest  work  and  his 
monument. 

He  approached  a  workman  who  was  laying  stones. 
"What  are  you  doing?"  asked  Wren.  The  mason  looked  up 
in  surprise.  "Why,  I'm  laying  stones,"  he  said,  but  under  his 
breath  perhaps  adding,  "That's  obvious." 

The  great  architect  nodded  and  moved  on  to  where 
another  mason  was  busily  employed.  "And  what  are  you 
doing?"  enquired  Wren  again.  The  mason  came  to  his  feei 
and  laid  a  hand  proudly  upon  his  half-finished  work.  "I'm 
building  a  cathedral,"  he  replied.  Two  men  working  side  by 
side  at  the  same  task  but  both  gave  different  answers.  One 
was  doing  no  more  than  his  actions  declared — laying  one 
stone  upon  another.  To  his  limited  vision  that  was  all  his 
job  appeared  to  be. 

The  other  saw  beyond  the  immediate  task.  He  saw  the 
whole — something  of  the  vision  of  the  great  architect  builder. 
He  saw  the  soaring  walls,  the  lovely  fabric  of  masonry  and 
limber. 

He  saw  the  graceful  cathedral  there  before  him  as  he 
stooped  to  his  humble  task.  He  was  not  just  laying  stone* 
but  helping  Sir  Christopher  Wren  to  build  St.  Paul's. 

The  moral  is  there  for  us  all.  Every  job  is  more  than 
just  a  single  task.  It  is  integrated  into  a  larger  plan  and  into 
a  complete  whole.  Our  efforts  are  vital  to  its  success  no 
matter  how  insignificant  they  may  seem  at  first  glance. 

A.  E.  Weddepohl. 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

June  Storey 

IT  has  been  a  rather  uneventful  month  here  in  Bellville,  but  enjoyable 
for  those  who  did  take  part  in  the  activities  held.  To  start  off  with,  the 
Relief  Society  organized  an  outing  for  all  the  sisters.  We  spent  an  evening 
at  the  theatre  enjoying  Jamie  Uys'  "Kimberley  Jim." 

The  young  people  also  had  their  share  of  the  fun  when  on  the  10th 
of  October,  a  games  afternoon  and  braaivleis  were  organized  by  the  M.I. A. 
We  went  home  very  muddy  and  sore  from  all  the  exertion  but  with  the 
feeling  of  a  day  well  spent. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  into  our  midst  a 
new  member — Sister  Lynette  Walton,  and  we  hope  that  she  will  be  very 
happy  here  with  us. 

We  should  also  like  to  take  this  oportunity  to  send  everyone  in  the 
mission  our  very  best  wishes  and  love.  May  the  Lord  be  with  each  and 
every  one  of  you  always. 


CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Cecilia  Nell 

IT  is  good  to  see  investigators  out  to  Sunday  meetings,  and  we  appreciate 
and  commend  our  missionaries  on  their  efforts. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Sister  Bonnie  Nell  back  with  us  again.  Elder 
Oldroyd  has  left  Carletonville  and  we  are  happy  to  have  Elder  B.  M. 
Hoskins  here  as  his  replacement,  and  we  hope  that  he  will  be  very  happy 
with  us. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  many  visitors  this  month  and  in 
particular  we  mention  Elders  Whittaker  and  Lifferth,  Brother  and  Sister 
Gorman,  Brother  and  Sister  Donly,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Carr  from  the 
East  Rand. 

The  Relief  Society  is  active  again,  and  are  busy  preparing  for  a  bazaar. 

The  Carletonville  saints  send  their  good  wishes  to  all  their  brothers 
and  sisters  everywhere,  and  we  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  be  with 
you.  A  special  greeting  comes  from  Elder  L.  A.  Nell  (Jnr.)  who  is  labouring 
as  a  missionary  from  our  branch  in  the  Netherlands. 

LIFE'S  TESTS 

If  never  a  sorrow  came  to  us,  and  never  a  care  we  knew; 

If  every  hope  were  realized,  and  every  dream  came  true; 

If  only  joy  were  found  on  earth,  and  no  one  ever  sighed, 

And  never  a  friend  proved  false  to  us,  and  never  a  loved  one  died, 

And  never  a  burden  bore  us  down,  soul-sick  and  weary,  too, 

We'd  yearn  for  tests  to  prove  our  worth  and  tasks  for  us  to  do. 

Edgar  A.  Guest. 
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DURBAN  BRANCH 

Juiic  Bakker 

vPTEMBER  has  been  a  very  busy  month 
'  ill  of  events  and  acivities.  On  the  8th, 
President  Bayley,  his  counsellors  and  all 
officers  and  teachers  were  released  with  a  vote 
of  thanks.  We  thank  President  Bayley  and  his 
counsellors  for  the  fine  work  they  have  done. 
President  Bayley  did  much  to  beautify  our 
chapel  with  his  faithful  helpers. 

We  welcome  President  Walter  P.  Randall  as 
our  new  Branch  President  with  Brother  Duane 
Jakins  as  first  counsellor  and   Brother  George 
j/J  Done  as  second  counsellor.  We  pray  that  our 

Heavenly  Father  will  bless  them  in  their  new 
calling. 
We  were  pleased  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Jakins,  Sister  Roberts  and 
Barry  Roberts  back  from  their  trip  oveseas.  They  had  much  to  tell  about 
their  experiences.  It  was  certainly  a  great  blessing  for  them  to  visit  the 
temple,  and  we  hope  that  more  of  the  Durban  saints  will  make  an  effort 
to  do  so. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Don  Harper  from  Cape 
Town  visiting  the  Durban  Branch. 

Brother  Malcolm  Miller  was  accidentally  shot,  but  we  are  pleased  to 
report  that  his  condition  is  much  improved.  Brother  Dick  Jakins  left  for 
Cape  Town  for  a  heart  operation.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Treshure 
Bailey  was  involved  in,  a  motor  accident.  Her  leg,  face,  and  wrist  were 
injured,  but  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  she  will  soon  be  out  of  the  hospital. 
On  the  21st,  the  local  Mormon  basket  ball  team  was  invited  to  play 
Soccer  at  Umkomaas.  Afterwards  a  braaivleis  and  dance  was  sponsored  by 
the  Soccer  team.  All  had  an  enjoyable  evening. 

The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held  on  the  27th  of  September.  A  light 
supper  was  served  and  all  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  We  thank  all 
of  those  who  put  in  a  lot  of  hard  work  to  make  the  evening  such  a 
tremendous  success. 

The  saints  in  Durban  send  greetings  to  all  other  branches  in  the  South 
African  Mission. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

P.  van  Heerden 

WE  had  a  lovely  film  show  for  a  fireside  on 
the  6th,  and  quite  a  few  investigators 
attended.  On  this  occasion  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  Elder  Yates,  who  is 
here  to  replace  Elder  Christensen.  We  extend  a 
hearty  welcome  to  him  and  pray  that  his  labuors 
will  be  well  rewarded.  We  also  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  bid  Elder  Christensen  farewell. 

A  branch  picnic  was  arranged  for  the  10th,  but 

to  everyone's  great   disappointment   it  had  to  be 

cancelled  owing  to  bad  weather. 

A  lovely  idea  has  been  introduced  for  raising  building  funds.  A  shirt 

is  being  passed  around  to  which  each  working  member  sews  a  patch  with 

his  or  her  contribution  under  the  patch. 

Although  our  Relief  Society  is  in  recess,  we  still  find  the  sisters  hard 
at  work  for  the  bazaar.  A  cake  sale  was  held  on  the  29th,  and  it  raised 
more  than  was  expected. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  the  following  brethren  on  their  appointment 
to  the  Sunday  School  Presidency:  Brother  Van  Heerden  was  appointed  as 
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Sunday   School    Superintendent,   Brother  Marriott  was   appointed   his  first 
counsellor  and  Brother  MacFarlane  was  appointed  as  his  second  counsellor. 
The    East   London    Branch    sends    Christmas   greetings    to    all    saints 
everywhere. 


EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Lucy  Carr 

THE  saints  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  were  blessed  with  the  presence  of 
Elder  Reyford  Futter  of  the  Elders  Quorum  Presidency  at  their  Priest- 
hood and  Sunday  School  meetings  on  the  15th  of  September.  We  wish  to 
convey  our  thanks  for  the  beautiful  messages  left  with  us  by  him. 

It  is  always  inspiring  to  listen  to  genealogical  messages,  and  we  found 
this  again  to  be  true  when  at  our  Sacrament  Service  we  had  Sister  S. 
de  Jongh  and  Brothers  J.  J.  Rudolf  and  B.  D.  Dobb  to  tell  us  just  how 
important  this  work  for  the  dead  is. 

With  a  very  sincere  and  short  ceremony,  little  Venessa  de  Wet  was 
blessed  by  Brother  Balmer,  on  the  29th.  It  fills  our  hearts  with  joy  and 
wonder  to  witness  these  little  ones  entrusted  to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  At  our  Sacrament  Service  that  evening,  we  had  a  most  welcome 
visitor — Sister  C.  W.  Laidlow  from  Pretoria.  The  saints  benefited  from  her 
inspired  messages,  and  we  do  thank  her.  Also  present  with  us  was  President 
B.  Bester.  "It  was  indeed  good  to  have  you  'home',  President!" 

Often  happy  events  might  be  coupled  with  sad  ones.  To  us  losing 
Sister  Ethel  Leward  is  indeed  a  sad  occasion,  but  our  hearts  are  filled  with 
joy  for  her,  because  she  is  going  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  get  married.  Our 
warmest  wishes  go  with  you  for  a  happy  and  prosperous  life  in  Zion. 

At  this  time  we  also  wish  well  of  Elder  R.  R.  Millburn  who  has  left 
us  for  the  Mission  Home.  Thank  you  for  your  hard  work  in  the  branch, 
Elder,  and  we  will  always  remember  your  messages. 

After  saying  goodbye  to  two  members,  we  were  happy  to  welcome 
into  our  branch  a  tiny,  little  baby — that  of  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Capp. 
May  she  always  be  a  joy  to  you,  Brother  and  Sister  Capp. 

We  also  send  our  congratulations  to  Sister  D.  Alexander  who  was 
called  to  serve  as  Beehive  leader  in  the  Transvaal  District.  One  of  Sister 
Alexander's  first  duties  was  to  accompany  the  Beehives  to  Pretoria  on  the 
1st  of  October,  when  they  had  a  very  special  programme:  "Let's  take  the 
Highway."  As  practically  all  of  the  Transvaal  Beehives  were  present,  we 
had  an  enjoyable  and  informative  evening  together. 

Sister  Hellon  of  Durban  is  at  the  moment  on  a  visit  at  her  daughter's 
house,  Sister  D.  Capp,  and  has  become  a  regular  and  welcome  visitor. 

Our  Priesthood  brothers  have  been  very  busy  on  our  building  site. 
We  are  so  proud  to  see  how  enthusiastically  they  do  the  work  allocated 
to  them. 

The  East  Rand  Branch  greet  their  brothers  and  sisters  everywhere,  and 
we  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  you  abundantly. 


GWELO  BRANCH 

Brenda  Budd 
rpHIS  month  we  held  a  small  cake  sale  in  aid  of  our  Chapel  Fund.  The 
-*-    exact  figure  is  not  yet  known,  but  it  will  be  in  the  region  of  R20. 

Although  Sister  Newbold  lives  fifty-six  miles  from  Gwelo,  she  uses 
all  of  her  talents  on  our  behalf  and  is  a  faithful  and  generous  contributor 
to  our  Chapel  Fund. 

We  are  planning  a  Halloween  Party  to  introduce  the  M.I. A.  to  Gwelo, 
and  we  hope  that  it  will  attract  many  young  people. 

Our  group  teaching  meetings  are  coming  along  fine,  and  we  thank 
Elders  Snarr  and  Albretsen  for  conducting  them.  We  pray  that  their  efforts 
will  bear  fruit. 

The  Gwelo  Branch  extends  its  greetings  to  all  saints  everywhere. 
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KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Joyce  Levy 

"1%/TAY  we  open  this  month's  report  by  sending  our  love  and  greetings 
■U-i-  to  all  saints  everywhere.  We  had  a  wonderful  Gold  and  Green 
Ball  at  Raman  at  which  our  branch  turned  up  in  full  force.  The  music 
was  good,  the  refreshments  were  good,  and  it  was  a  jolly  affair  enjoyed 
by  all. 

Our  main  occupation  at  the  present  time  is  our  chapel.  The  enthusiasm 
has  not  waned.  In  fact  we  are  becoming  more  and  more  enthusiastic.  The 
brothers  have  finished  the  drive-way  and  parking  area.  They  worked 
Monday.  Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings  and  have  made  a  lovely  job  of 
it.  They  worked  very  hard,  but  they  had  a  great  deal  of  fun  while  they 
worked.  We  are  so  thrilled  as  we  hear  about  the  lovely  furnishings  and 
colours  that  we  here  in  Krugersdorp  feel  certain  that  our  chapel  will  be  the 
most  beautiful  chapel  there  is.  We  still  have  the  painting  to  do  and  the 
floors  to  put  in.  Every  Saturday  afternoon  the  sisters  join  the  brothers  to 
help  in  this  wonderful  work,  and  it  is  so  fulfilling  to  know  that  we  as 
individuals  have  helped  to  build  a  chapel. 

The  Talent  Contest  at  Ramah  was  really  lovely.  We  enjoyed  our 
Primary  children  singing  and  doing  their  little  items,  and  they  did  so  well 
that  it  looks  as  if  we  will  have  a  very  talented  branch  in  the  future.  The 
money  raised  was  given,  to  the  building  fund  by  Sister  Powrie  who  arranged 
the  Talent  Contest. 

We  are  very  blessed  this  month  as  we  have  another  Elder  in  our 
branch.  We  congratulate  Brother  Dave  Banfield  on  his  ordination  to  the 
position  of  Elder,  and  we  ask  the  Lord  to  bless  him  and  be  with  him  at 
all  times.  We  also  wish  to  congratulate  the  following  Brothers  who  have 
been  ordained  Priests.  They  are:  Brother  Frank  Banfield,  Brother  J.  Powrie, 
Brother  Jan  Delport,  and  Brother  Allan  Bibb.  Three  brothers  who  have 
been  ordained  Deacons  are:  Brother  F.  Oosthuizen,  Brother  A.  Oosthuizen, 
and  Brother  Swanepoel.  We  ask  the  Lord's  blessing  on  each  one  of  them. 

Our  Relief  Society  President,  Sister  E.  Strydom,  and  her  first  counsellor. 
Sister  J.  Levy,  paid  a  visit  to  the  Bulawayo  Relief  Society.  They  really 
enjoyed  meeting  with  the  sisters  and  exchanging  patterns  and  hints.  There 
was  a  lovely  spirit  at  the  work  meeting,  and  it  was  lovely  to  see  how  they 
love  their  new  chapel  in  Bulawayo.  It  certainly  is  no  wonder,  because  it  is 
really  beautiful. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 

THERE  has  been  quite  a  spate  of  vistors 
during  the  month.  Among  them  were 
Brother  Gordon  Terblanche  from  Oranjemund 
and  Brother  Temple  Futter  from  Springs.  We 
do  enjoy  having  visitors  from  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  Republic  and  hope  that  they  have 
had  a  happy  time  in  the  Cape. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Todd  and  their  family  and  also  to 
Brother  Frank  and  Sister  Ivy  Fourie  and  their 
family  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Todd,  their  father. 
Mr.  Todd  has  always  been  a  faithful  friend  of 
this  branch. 

We  also  sympathize  with  the  Gilmour  family 
on  the  death  of  their  father. 
The  Building  Committee  organized  a  most  successful  Rummage  Sale 
on  the  7th.  We  really  do  hand  it  to  the  members  of  this  committee  for  being 
live  wires. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  LaVerne  and  Brother  Clive  Nicholls  on  the 
arrival  of  their  bonny  son.  Brother  Alvin  and  Sister  Margaret  Park  have 
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been  all  the  way  to  Johannesburg  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  their  first 
grandchild. 

The  Dramatic  Society  had  an  evening  of  good  advice  and  hints  on 
the  dramatic  arts  when  Mr.  Jeff  Fullalove  paid  a  visit  to  "Cumorah",  and 
gave  them  the  benefit  of  his  experience  on  the  professional  stage.  We  thank 
him  very  much  for  the  interest  he  has  shown  in  our  group. 

Sister  Violet  Taylor  is  now  back  in  circulation  after  her  recent  opera- 
tion. Two  of  our  older  members  have  been  ill,  Sister  Murphy  and  Sister 
Louw.  Sister  Evans  is  recovering  after  her  operation.  It  is  good  to  see 
Brother  Joe  Dyason  up  and  about  again.  We  pray  that  he  will  now  go 
forward  steadily  towards  a  full  recovery. 

Several  of  our  members  have  been  on  the  move  lately.  Brother  Olaf 
and  Sister  Patsy  Wallender  have  gone  off  to  Durban  to  make  their  home. 
Brother  Bob  Smith  and  Daughter  Gwen  have  been  transferred  to  Pretoria. 
They  will  be  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  Smith  clan  towards  the  end  of  the 
year.  We  wish  these  good  folk  all  the  joy  and  happiness  that  the  gospel 
brings  in  their  new  homes. 

We  are  thankful  to  report  that  Sister  Carol  Swart  suffered  no  ill  effects 
as  a  result  of  the  accident  when  she  was  knocked  down  by  a  car. 

The  M.I.A.  has  been  very  active  this  month.  They  had  a  dramatic 
evening  entitled  "An  Evening  in  the  Social  Hall,"  which  was  very  enjoyable 
and  revealing  as  to  a  lot  of  talent  in  the  branch.  The  following  Tuesday, 
they  gave  us  an  hour  of  recreation  when  various  classes  presented  musical 
quartets. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very  jolly  closing  social  on  the  26th.  Sisters 
and  their  escorts  were  invited  to  attend,  wearing  creations  of  millinery  with 
materials  gamed  from  the  kitchen.  Brother  and  Sister  Rayner  judged  the 
millinery  confections  and  the  prizes  were  awarded  to  Sister  Sequiera  and 
Brother  Swart.  There  were  novelty  dances  and  the  traditional  Relief  Society 
feast. 

Two  "kitchen  teas"  were  held  during  the  month.  The  first,  held  at  the 
Theys'  home,  was  for  Sister  Alta  (now  Sister  Don  Park);  and  the  second 
was  held  at  the  Dallender  home  and  was  for  Sister  Marie  Fourie.  Both 
of  these  were  very  gay  informal  affairs. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Brother  Don  and  Sister  Alta  Park,  who 
were  married  on  September  28.  The  bride  was  baptized  into  the  Church  two 
days  before  her  wedding.  We  wish  them  a  long,  happy  and  faithful  married 
life,  filled  with  service  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 

We  wish  for  happy  holidays  for  all  of  the  members  who  have  gone 
away  for  the  school  vacation. 


T1 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Anna  Muller 
1HE    Pretoria   saints    heralded    Spring    with    a 
Sunday     School     outing     at     the    Fountains 
Valley  on  the  2nd  September.  It  was  a  lovely  day 
and  everybody   had   lots   of  fun.   The  Gold    and 
Green  Ball  at  Ramah  on  the  21st  of  September 
was  well  attended  by  the  Pretoria  members  who 
all  agreed  that  they  had  a  lovely  time.  The  beauty 
of  the  Spring  evening  was  enhanced  by  the  lovely 
dresses  of  the  sisters  and  the  well-decorated  hall. 
Our  congratulations  and  thanks  go  to  the   band, 
organizers  and  sisters  for  the  excellent  entertain- 
ment and  the  delicious  refreshments. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  the  Alcock 
family  from  England  to  our  branch.  Sheffield's 
loss  is  indeed  our  gain,  and  we  pray  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  bless  them  that  they  will  be 
very  happy  in  our  beautiful  country. 
On    Sunday,    September    22,   we    were    privileged    to   have   President 
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Povvric  and  President  Fabcr  from  the  District  Presidency  with  us  for  Priest- 
hood and  Sunday  School  meetings.  Once  again  we  found  President  Powrie's 
messages  most  helpful  and  encouraging.  During  the  Sacrament  Service 
our  guest  speakers  were  President  Norbury  and  Brother  Larson  whose 
messages  were  much  appreciated. 

We  wish  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Brother  Smith  and  his 
daughter,  CJwen,  from  Mowbray  Branch,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
having  the  rest  of  the  Smith  family  with  us  too.  Our  congratulations  and 
best  wishes  go  to  Brother  Denis  and  Sister  Naomi  Raubcnheimer  on  the 
arrival  of  their  daughter.  We  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  bless 
their  home  that  little  Karen  will  be  a  great  joy  to  them. 

Our  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  Sister  Nella  van  Vuuren.  and  her 
family  as  Sister  Nella  is  suffering  much  pain  again.  May  our  Heavenly 
Father  be  with  them  at  this  time.  It  was  with  sadness  in  our  hearts  that 
we  said  goodbye  to  one  of  our  lady  missionaries,  Sister  Taylor,  on  her 
return  to  the  United  States.  May  our  Heavenly  Father's  blessing  go  with 
her  and  Sister  Piper.  In  her  place  we  would  like  to  welcome  Sister  Cullinan 
from  Gwelo,  Southern  Rhodesia.  May  she  enjoy  her  labours  in  Pretoria. 

With  the  first  jacarandas  coming  into  bloom  in  our  "jacaranda  city" 
we  extend  our  best  wishes  to  all  the  saints  in  the  mission. 


PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

P.  D.  Wilson 

THE  Primrose  Branch  is  happy  to  welcome  into  their  midst  the  Parson, 
family  who  were  baptized  the  31st  of  August.  We  congratulate  Brother 
and  Sister  Hees  on  the  baptism  of  their  son,  and  we  would  also  like  to 
congratulate  Brother  and  Sister  Ninow  on  the  baptism  of  their  son. 

The  Germiston  City  Council  has  approved  our  application  to  build  a 
chapel  in  Lamton.  Our  branch  conference  turn-out  was  quite  a  success.  We 
enjoyed  the  remarks  of  our  District  Presidency,  Presidents  Powrie,  Faber 
and  Bester.  We  missed  the  presence  of  Brother  Meyer  at  our  Sunday  School 
session,  but  we  were  not  disappointed  as  Brother  Alexander  who  subsituted 
for  Brother  Meyer  delivered  a  wonderful  talk. 

Our  branch  president  and  other  speakers  for  the  sacrament  service 
must  be  congratulated  for  their  lovely  progamme. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Evereld  Matthews 

THIS  has  been  a  month  of  surprises  and  changes  at  Ramah.  We  knew 
that  we  couldn't  have  President  Chater  as  our  President  for  ever  at 
Ramah,  but  we  were  very  heartsore  all  the  same  when  he  was  released 
from  his  office.  We  thank  him  sincerely  for  all  the  hard  work  he  has  done 
for  us,  and  we  congratulate  him  on  his  higher  calling  as  first  counsellor 
in  the  District  Presidency.  Also  Brother  Tex  Smith  who  has  given  so  many 
years  of  loving  service  to  Ramah  will  serve  on  the  District  Committee. 

We  welcome  and  congratulate  Brother  Jimmy  Matheson  as  the  new 
Branch  President,  Brother  Wrench  as  first  Counsellor  and  Brother  Derek 
Benington  as  second  Counsellor.  Under  their  able  leadership  Ramah  is 
bound  to  progress  very  well. 

On  Friday  night,  the  19th,  a  very  enjoyable  district  dinner  was  held 
at  Ramah  followed  by  musical  items.  Sister  du  Plessis  sang  beautifully  and 
Brother  Norman  Scott  kept  the  crowds  in  fits  of  laughter  with  his  antics 
on  the  piano.  The  missionaries  also  arranged  a  quartet. 

Eighteen  more  folding  tables  have  been  acquired  for  Ramah  for  use 
in  the  hall  and  one  hundred  new  packing  chairs  have  also  been  acquired 
in  anticipation  of  bigger  crowds  at  District  Conferences  and  conventions. 
This  about  completes  the  equipment  now  and  will  possibly  mean  that 
hiring  will  no  longer  be  necessary. 

Brother  Oscar  Larsen  and  his  committee  members  have  promised 
attractive  changes  to  the  Ramah  gardens  now  that  the  building  operations 
are  complete. 
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The  Relief  Society  is  still  in  recess,  but  the  sisters  are  working  for  their 
forthcoming  bazaar  on  the  9th  of  November. 

The  M.I. A.  held  their  Mutual  Study  Birthday  Party  this  month  with 
an  outstanding  attendance  of  over  ninety  people.  It  was  followed  by  a  music 
festival.  Volley  ball  is  still  very  active.  Our  team  has  played  matches 
against  Westdene  and  against  a  French  team  at  the  Roosevelt  Park  Recrea- 
tion Centre.  In  spite  of  the  weather  on  the  10th  of  October,  the  M.I. A. 
picnic  party  at  The  Pines  was  quite  well  attended  and  enjoyed. 

Primary  Home  evening  is  to  be  held  on  the  3rd  of  November,  and 
the  theme  of  the  programme  will  be  "Home  Primary  Partnership,"  which 
is  meant  to  encourage  parents  to  work  with  the  children.  There  will  be  a 
Primary  party  for  children,  teachers  and  parents  at  Ramah  on  the  13th 
of  December.  The  programme  of  Primary  during  school  holidays  was  very 
successful  so  it  will  be  an  institution  in  the  future.  The  new  Primary 
courses  will  commence  in  January,  and  all  the  children  will  be  promoted 
accordingly.  The  Southern  Suburbs  have  amalgamated  with  the  Ramah 
Primary  again  so  there  are  only  the  Linden  and  Ramah  Primary  sections 
in  operation  now,  but  with  the  improved  transport  facilities  the  attendance 
has  been  increased  by  fifteen  to  twenty  children. 

Thirteen  members  started  the  workshop  genealogy  course,  and  all 
have  successfully  completed  it.  Sister  Delate  has  been  appointed  the  new 
secretary  of  the  Genealogical  Committee.  There  will  be  no  new  course 
until  the  end  of  January  as  the  Genealogical  Committee  members  intend 
to  concentrate  on  home  teaching  until  that  time. 

News  has  been  received  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  that  the 
following  old  Ramah  members  have  had  sons:  Brother  Fred  and  Sister 
Norma  Ninow.  Brother  Clarence  and  Sister  Joyce  Muir,  and  Sister  Isabel 
McCallum  and  Hilda  Wallace.  We  offer  our  sincere  congratulations  to  them 
all. 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Jean  Schonnberg 

THOUGH  Salisbury  looks  to  the  eye  a 
veritable  bower  with  its  flower-filled 
avenues  and  walks  of  blossoming  trees, 
everyone  is  sweltering  under  the  October 
sun,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
impending  rainy  season  with  great  longing. 
The  parched  earth  just  cries  out  for  a 
cooling  shower. 

The  saints  have  spent  a  busy,  happy  month  together.  The  Lord  con- 
tinues to  bless  His  people  and  their  righteous  endeavours.  The  M.I. A. 
held  a  Chapel  Building  Fund  Project  which  was  in  the  form  of  a  motor 
car  Rally.  It  was  organized  by  Brother  A.  Corbett  who  was  ably  assisted 
by  his  family.  This  proved  to  be  an  unusual,  enjoyable,  and  even  a 
hilarious  event.  Cleverly  arranged  clues  led  competitors  from  point  to  point 
in  the  city  and  suburbs,  but  eventually  all  routes  led  to  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Oliver  where  a  braaivieis  was  arranged.  The  conversation  never 
flagged  for  one  moment  as  a  post-mortem  of  the  afternoon's  "mystery 
tour"  kept  tongues  wagging.  The  1st  prize  went  to  President  K.  Trotter. 
2nd  Prize  to  Brother  A.  Frost  and  3rd  prize  to  a  visitor,  Mrs.  A.  Simpson. 
Altogether  it  was  a  splendid  affair,  and  the  fund  was  increased  by  the 
sum  of  R36.  A  Jumble  Sale  was  also  arranged  during  the  month  by  the 
Sunday  School  which  netted  R28. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  word  from  our  missionary  in.  Pretoria. 
Caroline  Cullinan,  and  to  learn  how  happily  she  is  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.   May  the  Lord's  richest  blessings  be  upon  you,  Caroline. 

The  Relief  Society,  although  now  in  recess,  continues  to  meet  weekly 
for  choir  practice  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  E.  Williams  in.  preparation 
for  the  chapel  opening. 
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The  M.I. A  is  also  giving  a  great  deal  of  time  on  Tuesday  evenings 
to  preparation  for  the  concert  which  will  be  given  on  the  evening  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  chapel.  The  young  people  are  studying  hard  for  this 
event. 

On  Saturday.  October  5th.  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Lodge  who  so  very  kindly  allow  us  to  use  this  facility. 
What  a  thrill  it  gives  to  see  oui  young  people  on  the  threshold  of  life 
setting  their  feet  in  the  paths  which  lead  to  happiness  and  joy  both  in  this 
life  and  in  the  life  to  come.  Brcnda  Anne  Steele  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Smith,  and  Elizabeth  Andrina  Steele  was  baptized  by  Elder  Sorenson.  We 
welcome  them  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church,  and  we  pray  that  they 
may  ever  grow   in  love  of  the  gospel. 

Gavin  Schonnberg  has  been  ordained  a  Deacon  in.  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood, and  our  prayer  for  him  is  that  he  will  always  be  mindful  of  the 
responsibility  of  his  calling. 

Brother  and  Sister  Nield  and  their  family  have  arrived  from  the 
Copperbelt  Branch.  We  an:  delighted  to  have  them  with  us.  and  we  expect 
to  see  more  of  them  in  the  future. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  several  branch  appointments:  Brother 
Alfred  Frost  has  been  appointed  to  Branch  Chorister,  Sister  Vera  Bell  has 
been  appointed  Branch  Organist  and  Sister  June  Frost  has  been  appointed 
as  Beehive  Teacher. 

Sister  Violet  Nisbet  has  been  able  to  meet  with  the  saints  at  Sunday 
School  recently,  and  it  is  always  a  very  special  day  for  the  saints  when 
she  is  able  to  come  and  join  in  the  fellowship  and  spirit  of  the  gospel.  May 
our  Heavenly  Father  continue  to  bless,  sustain  and  strengthen  her  — 
rewarding  her  courage   with   His   blessings. 

The  Saints  in  Salisbury  send  greetings  to  all  of  the  saints  everywhere. 
and  may  their  work  for  the  Lord  ever  bring  joy,  fulfillment  and  that 
peace  which  passeth  all   understanding. 


O1 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Melaney  Peterson 

,N   the    15th  of  September,  Sister  Martha  Jacobs,  a 

returned    missionary    of    Carletonville    Branch    and 

now  from  Ramah,  and  Brother  Matheson  of  the  Ramah 

Branch  Presidency  were  our  guest  speakers,  and  it  was 

wonderful  to  have  them  with  us. 

The  Relief  Society  held  another  cake  sale  this  month, 
and  again  raised  quite  an  appreciable  sum  of  money. 
The  ladies  are  now  working  enthusiastically  for  their 
bazaar  early  in  November,  and  we  wish  them  lots  of 
luck! 

On  the  2nd  of  September,  a  ten-mile  hike  was  arranged  for  the  school 
children  of  Springs,  and  we  are  proud  of  Sister  Margaret  Jubber  who 
proved  her  hiking  ability  by  b2ing  the  first  girl  back  at  base.  Well  done. 
Sister  Margaret! 

The  M.  Men  —  Gleaner  class  of  the  M.I. A.  held  their  fireside  at  the 
home  of  Brother  Hugo  this  month.  The  question  of  early  marriage  was 
discussed,  and  the  young  people  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  although 
teenage  marriages  were  not  advisable,  couples  should  not  feel  that  a  large 
bank  balance  was  assential  before  marriage.  The  class  attended  a  perform- 
ance of  the  "Sound  of  Music"  for  their  monthly  outing,  and  enjoyed  the 
delightful  music  and  happy  story  of  the  play. 

The  Mutual  Study  Group  of  the  M.I.A.  attended  a  party  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  MacMillan  on  the  17th  of  September,  to  celebrate 
the  wedding  anniversary  of  the  MacMillans.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  evening 
tremendously. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  very  successful  Talent  Show  on.  the  1st  of  October. 
Along  with  a  variety  of  very  good  skits  from  the  classes,  we  were  enter- 
tained  by  pupils  from  one  of  the   dancing  schools   in   Springs,   and  Mrs. 
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Penhale,  who  is  well  known  for  her  singing.  She  sang  a  number  of  songs 
from  "My  Fair  Lady."  Thanks  go  to  Sister  Helen  MacMillan  who  organized 
the  show  and  to  our  very  able  leader.  Brother  Kenneth  Armstrong. 

Heartiest  congratulations  go  to  Brother  Ken,  and  Sister  Muriel 
Armstrong  on  the  birth  of  their  son,  Russel  Grant,  who  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  September.  Russell  was  blessed  by  his  father  on  Sunday,  October  6. 
Russell  has  long  black  hair,  and  Sister  Muriel  reports  that  his  father  was 
giving  him  a  hair-cut  the  minute  he  arrived  home. 

We  had  a  number  of  confirmations  and  blessings  this  month,  and  we 
welcome  into  the  branch  Brother  and  Sister  Chapman  and  their  two 
children.  Sister  Yvonne  Atkins,  and  Brother  Ivan,  the  younger  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Van,  Niekerk.  The  branch  is  really  happy  at  the  step 
these  Brothers  and  Sisters  have  taken,  and  we  know  that  as  they  continue 
and  grow  in  the  gospel  our  Father  in  Heaven  will  bless  them. 


VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Roland  Roberts 

THE  branch  is  still  going  strong  and  the  spirit  is  good.  Our  auxiliaries 
are  functioning  well,  and  generally  we  are  all  progressing. 

There  are  no  baptisms  to  report  for  this  month,  but  our  missionaries 
have  assured  us  that  we  can  expect  a  few  at  the  next  baptismal. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  Elder  Hoskins  go,  but  we  realise  that  a  missionary 
is  a  migratory  bird  and  must  go  all  over  the  world  for  the  harvest.  We  wish 
him  "happy  hunting"  in  Carletonville  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  his 
efforts.  Elder  Tolman  is  welcomed  in  his  stead,  and  we  are  sure  that  he 
will  be  a  worthy  successor.  It  makes  one  humble  to  see  these  messengers 
of  the  Lord  who  have  left  their  native  lands  to  labour  in  other  areas  of 
the  world.  We  pray  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  will  attend  them  that  they 
may  go  back  to  their  homes  with  a  feeling  of  joy  and  a  sense  of  accomplish- 
ment. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  welcome  Brother  Hanekom  of  the  Klerksdorp 
Branch  to  our  service  on  Sunday  night,  and  he  also  came  to  M.I. A.  on 
Wednesday  nighi.  We  enjoyed  his  company  and  have  a  warm  spot  in  our 
hearts  for  him.  Truly  there  are  some  wonderful  people  in  the  Lord's 
Kingdom  on  earth. 

A  successful  fireside  was  held  on  the  27th  of  September,  and  there 
was  an  excellent  attendance  of  both  members  and  investigators.  Three  films 
were  shown,  and  in  between  the  second  and  last  film  refreshments  were 
served. 

We  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister  Fass  of  Vonderbijl  Park  on  the 
birth  of  another  son,  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their 
endeavours  to  raise  a  family.  The  latest  bulletin  is  that  both  mother  and 
child  are  doing  well.  The  father  is  also  bearing  up  under  the  strain. 

Brother  and  Sister  Roberts  have  had  a  spate  of  illness  with  their 
children,  but  things  are  definitely  on  the  mend.  Most  of  the  other  members 
have  managed  to  weather  the  storm  of  childrens'  ailments  and  we  are 
hoping  that  this  will  be  the  last  family  to  have  the  afflictions. 

An  Aaronic  Priesthood  camp  has  been  arranged  for  the  night  of  the 
9th  October,  and  the  day  of  the  10th  of  October,  and  the  boys  are  looking 
forward  to  it. 

The  saints  in  Vereeniging  send  their  greetings  to  the  saints  everywhere 
and  wish  them  happy  days  in  the  gospel. 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

A.  G.  Gilburt 
"TVUE  to  yet  another  postponement  of  the  opening  of  the  Welkom  Chapel 
■■-'  the  spirits  of  the  saints  in  this  area  are  rather  low,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  by  the  time  our  next  report  is  made  that  the  opening  will  have  taken 
place.  I  must  say  here  that  although  the  work  on  the  chapel  is  slow,  a 
beautiful  job  is  being  made  of  it,  and  it  will  be  a  place  of  worship  that 
the  saints  can  be  proud  of. 
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Wc  have  on  our  sick  list  Sister  Parkin  who  is  once  again  in  the 
hospital  with  her  old  hack  trouble.  This  particular  sister  has  had  two 
major  operations  on  her  spine  and  has  endured  tremendous  pain,  but  none- 
thc-lcss.  she  is  never  without  a  bright  smile  nor  a  cheerful  word.  So  to 
Sister  Joyce  go  our  fondest  wishes  and  prayers  for  a  speedy  recovery  as 
she  is  sadly  missed  at  all  of  the  meetings.  Sister  D.  Nel  has  now  full> 
recovered  from  her  appendix  operation,  and  she  is  now  once  again  her 
old  useful  self. 

There  is  not  much  activity  to  report  due  to  the  fact  that  everyone  has 
been  doing  as  much  as  possible  to  aid  in  the  building  of  the  chapel  with 
the  net  result  that  there  have  been  no  socials  or  special  functions  of  any 
sort. 

Our  greetings  are  extended  to  all   Latter-day  Saints  everywhere. 


Looking  for  a  Gift? 
One  that  will  please  EVERYONE? 

A  Subscription  to 

CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 

is  appropriate  on  any  occasion, 

including  baptism   and  is  appreciated 

by  family  and  friends  alike. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


LOCATION  OF  BRANCH  OR  DISTRICT 
Meeting  Place 


TRANSVAAL 

CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  26  Begonia  Street, 
Carletonville. 

EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  115  Whobarn  Avenue, 
Benoni,  Tvl. 

KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :  S.A.R.  Recreation 
Hall,  Cor.  Delwer  and  Magdolena 
Prinsloo  Avenue,  Klerksdorp. 

KRUGERSDORP    BRANCH 

Meetings :  Krugersdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Chapel,  110  Devenish 
Street,  Sunnyside,  Pretoria.  Phone 
4-6932. 

PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

Meetings :  Masonic  Hall,  Meyer 
Street,  Germiston. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1  Hunter  Street,  High- 
lands, Johannesburg.  Phone  24-3669. 

SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Meetings:  23  Eleventh  Street 
Springs.  Phone  56-7191. 

VEREENIGING   BRANCH 

Meetings :  Vereeniging  Peace 
Lodge,  Joubert  Street,  Vereeniging. 

NATAL 

DURBAN   BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban.   Phone  4-9369. 

MARGATE  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Moth   Hall,    Margate. 


PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows'  Hall,  136 
Longmarket  Street. 

CAPE 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Masonic  Hall,  Talent 
Street,   Parow. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia   Crescent,   East   London. 

KIMBERLEY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Better'ole  Cafe,  Per- 
manent Street,  Kimberley. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray.    Phone   69-8718. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings :  40  Prospect  Road, 
Walmer,   Port  Elizabeth. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Chapel,  end  of  Voor- 
trekker   Road.   Phone   8-0702. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Masonic  Hall,  State- 
way,  Welkom. 

RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Chapel,  Matopos  Rd., 
Bulawayo. 

COPPERBELT    BRANCH 

Meetings :  Buildersward  Building, 
Coronation  Square,  Kitwe,  Northern 
Rhodesia. 

SALISBURY    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Inverness  Road,  (off  Jameson 
Avenue  East),  Eastlea,  Salisbury. 
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This  is  the  great  dispensation  in 
which  the  lion  of  God  must  be  built 
up,  and  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  have 
it  to  build...  We  are  obliged  to  gather 
the  people  from  every  nation  under 
heaven  to  the  lion  of  God,  that  they 
may  be  taught  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 
We  have  only  just  begun  to  prepare  for  ~ 
the  celestial  law  when  we  are  baptised 
into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

President  Wilford  Woodruff 
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